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This document is a report on the status of public health in 
the German Democrabic Re C = e first part of the report deals with the 
administrative organization of the Central Administration for Public Health and the 
Ministry for Labor and Soci al Affairs, The establishment of these bodies is traced 


from the beginning, and the names of all those in charge of various divisions thereof 
are given, 


Next follows a table giving the number of various public health installations 
(hospital beds, sandtoriums, mobile hospital units, polyclinics, doctors in public 
health work, etc.) existing in 1951, plammed for 1952, and planned for “the end of the. 


FiveeYear=Plan, Also included is a summary of the 1951 GDR budget for public health, 
broken down {the various Laender, 


a 


The last part of the report is a critical analysis of the situation in the GDR 
with regard to the availability of physicians, medicinal Supplies, etc, It is stated 
that even though physicians are given various inducements by the government, such as 
individual contracts, preferrkd treatment, awards (Distinguished Physician), there is 
a serious shortage of physicians, Another serious factor is the resentment bythe 
physiclans and medical students to the program mapped out by the Soviets, who stress 


the Soviet way of teaching and practicing medicine to the virtual exclusion of any 
other method. 
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F There is also a serious shortage of medicinal supplies, The following drugs and 
medicines are particularly scarce; Penicillin (mm available, but provisions for refriger— 
eation are lacking), streptomycin, aureomycin, and chloromycetin, It is alsom stated 
that facilities at health resorts and mineral springs are totally inadequate for the 
needs of the population, Installations at existing resorts are antiquated, and funds 


are not available to improve conditions. GDR citizens use the resorts in Silesia and 
Czechoslovakia, 


Als included is a table showing the number of physicians, broken down into 


general practicioners and various Specialists, for the Laender of the GDR and totalg 25X1 
for all of the GDR, 
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